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should find a powerful protection in justice. For a
stranger, still more are exacted; because they say
that otherwise murders would be too frequent, trade
would be prevented, and wars would too easily arise
between [132] different nations.

Those to whom reparation is made carefully
examine all those presents and reject such as do not
please them; these have to be replaced by others
which satisfy them.

That is not all. The body for which a sepulchre
is erected must not lie naked therein; it must be
clothed from head to foot,—that is to say, as many
presents must be given as there are articles of cloth-
ing required to dress it, according to its condition.
To that end they gave three presents that bear only
the names of the things that they represent,—a shirt,
a doublet, trunk-hose, shoes, and a hat; and an
arquebus, powder, and lead.

After that, it was necessary to draw out from the
wound the hatchet with which the blow had been
struck,—that is, they gave a present bearing that
name. As many presents are needed as there have
been blows received by the deceased, to close all the
wounds.

Then came three other presents,—the first, to close
the earth, which had gaped in horror at the crime j
[133] a second, to trample it down; and, thereupon,
it is customary for all the young men, and even for
the oldest, to commence dancing, to manifest their
joy that the earth no longer yawns to swallow them
in its womb. The third present is for the purpose
of throwing a stone upon it, so that the abyss may
be more inviolably closed, and may not reopen.

After that, they gave seven other presents,—the


